[image: image1.png]


6th Grade Social Studies




       September 2015
La Conner Middle School



                Mrs. Keith

     


CLASS CONTENT

· TEXT: We will be reading and taking notes from World History: Ancient Civilizations.  These books will primarily be kept and used in the classroom, but they may be checked out for use at home as needed. 

· ASSIGNMENTS: Any assignments not completed during class time are expected to be taken home, completed, and returned the next day.  Daily class work generally receives a score out of 4 possible.  
· VOCABULARY:  Students will receive lists of vocabulary words to go with each section/chapter in the book.  These words and definitions need to be studied, as they will be included on quizzes and tests.  The list of words will grow throughout the year and later tests will cover a sample of all words we have studied so far.  

· TESTS AND QUIZZES:  Tests will be a combination of short answer, essays, vocabulary, and so on.  Some are closed book and others are open note tests.  Quizzes may also be given.  Generally, quizzes are worth 10 points and up, and tests are worth 20-50 points.
· CLASSROOM RULES & EXPECTATIONS
My basic expectations for student behavior are simple: 


Show Respect for People, Property & Time

· Classroom Rules:
· No food, drink, gum, hats or electronics are allowed in class.

· Plain water is the only drink allowed. 

· Electronics (cell phones, iPods, etc.) may be used only with specific teacher permission.  At all other times, they should be out of sight in a pocket, backpack, or locker.

· Consequences:
Students who make poor behavior choices may expect any or all of the following: 
· Verbal reminder





· Conference with the teacher

· Change of seat

· Self-reflection sheet




· Parent contact





· Office referral/meeting with the principal

· GRADE CALCULATION
· Students receive grades in two categories: Formative Assessments and Summative Assessments, which are explained below.  

· Grades are calculated by totaling the number of points earned by a student and dividing that number by the total number of points possible during a particular grading period.   

· Grade percentages earned for one quarter are averaged with those earned the next quarter to determine the semester grade.  
Formative Assessments = 25% of a student’s grade
· Formative assessments are low-risk activities where students practice their skills.

· They are usually things like in class activities, worksheets, questions, quizzes, writing, small presentations, etc.

· They are used to track student progress over time and let the teacher, student, and parents know how a student is progressing. 

Summative Assessments = 75% of a student’s grade
· Summative Assessments measure how well a student has mastered the class content after a period of time. 

· They are usually things like tests, essays, large projects, speeches, etc.    

· Students may raise a summative score (grade) if they can show a gain in knowledge or skill, either by retesting or completing some other work to show what they know and can do.
· LATE WORK
· Since every assignment is valuable and important to student learning, I do accept work that is turned in late.  

· However, late work should not be a habit; it should be the exception for a student, or involve extenuating circumstances.  
· Choosing not to do your work on time and then expecting to be able to turn it in late is not a good study habit.   
· I will accept late work up to the end of the story, chapter, unit, or test.  In most cases, it does not make sense to go back and do assignments after the summative assessment (test) for a particular topic has been given.     
· Special circumstances (death in the family, personal health issues, etc.) will be reviewed by the teacher on a case-by-case basis.

· Every effort should be made to turn work in on time!  
· Test/Essay/Assignment Corrections, Retakes & Rewrites

· Students will be allowed the opportunity to correct/retake/rewrite assignments, tests, and essays on which they did poorly or would like to substantially improve their grades. 
· Students must meet with the teacher in order to determine what kind of “redo opportunity” is appropriate for specific material. 

· All redone work must be completed at least 1 week prior to the end of the quarter to allow time for teacher grading.
· There will be a cut off of 1 week prior to the end of each quarter/semester for late or resubmitted work to allow the teacher time to calculate grades. 
· WORK HABITS/SUCCESS SKILLS

· Students may receive scores for work habits/success skills such as:

· Class participation

· Behavior & attitude

· On time work completion

· Use of class time

· Ability to work with others

· These scores will be separate from a student’s academic work and are not part of the letter grade they will receive for the class.  

· GRADING SCALE:

A  = 93-100% 

B+ = 87-89%

C+ = 77-80%

D+ = 67-69%


A- = 90-92%

B   = 83-86%

C   = 73-76%

D   = 60-66%





B-  = 82-80%

C-  = 70-72%

F    = 59% or less

· Cell Phone & Electronics Detailed Rules
Cell phones and other electronic devices are not allowed at La Conner Middle or High School during instructional time. Students who fail to follow this rule will be subject to the following progressive discipline:
1. Warning by teacher; asked to put phone away.

2. Confiscation by teacher/security/principal; device returned to student at end of class.

3. Confiscation by teacher/security/principal; device returned to student at end of day.

4. Confiscation by teacher/security/principal; parent required to pick device up at office.

5. Confiscation by teacher/security/principal; parent conference required and consequences for “insubordination” assigned.
· Communication
I am really looking forward to working with you!  If you have any questions about the above information, please don't hesitate to call me at school at 466-4113, or send me an email at skeith@lc.k12.wa.us

Please sign below to indicate that you have read and understand the above information, and then return this sheet to class by Friday.
______________________________

__________________________________

Student's name (please print)



Parent's name (please print)

______________________________

__________________________________

Student's signature




Parent's signature

Welcome to 6th Grade Social Studies!





This course is designed to focus on the history and the geography of the world, including ancient civilizations 


such as Mesopotamia, Egypt, 


Greece and Rome.  











