Choice Activities




Name: ___________________

The Fertile Crescent




Due Date: ________________

Chapter 3 & 4





40 Points Possible

	Required Activities
	Required Activities

· Read chapter 3 (all lessons) & chapter 4 (lesson 1 only)
· Participate in all whole class activities such as pre-reading, note taking, vocabulary, videos, and lectures.  


	TEACHER

GRADING

	Lesson 3-1

Geography of Mesopotamia

	Level 1 Activities: Choose 1 @ 4 points

· Answer the 3 essential questions in complete sentences.

· Take your own notes on this lesson. 

· Draw a picture that includes a caption to summarize the important ideas of this lesson.


	One item

_______/4 

	Lesson 3-2

The First Civilization


	Level 1 Activities: Choose 1 @ 4 points

· Answer the 3 essential questions in complete sentences.

· Take your own notes on this lesson. 

· Draw a picture that includes a caption to summarize the important ideas of this lesson.


	One item

_______/4

	Lesson 3-3

Life in 
Sumer
	Level 1 Activities: Choose 1 @ 4 points

· Answer the 3 essential questions in complete sentences.

· Take your own notes on this lesson. 

· Draw a picture that includes a caption to summarize the important ideas of this lesson.


	One item

_______/4

	Lesson 4-1

Mesopotamian Empires
	Level 1 Activities: Choose 1 @ 4 points

· Answer the 3 essential questions in complete sentences.

· Take your own notes on this lesson. 

· Draw a picture that includes a caption to summarize the important ideas of this lesson.


	One item

_______/4


	Whole Unit
	Level 2: Choose any combination to equal 20 points

4 Point Activities

· Draw your own map of the Fertile Crescent.  Be sure to include important physical features and maybe even some modern political boundaries.

· Explain in words and pictures how ancient irrigation worked in Mesopotamia (see p. 84-85).  

· Compare and contrast a day in the life of a typical person living in the ancient Fertile Crescent with that of your own (1-2 paragraphs)

· Explain some of the environmental challenges the early Mesopotamians faced and how they impacted their society. 

· Research cuneiform and create a written document in both cuneiform and English.

· Write your own Code of Hammurabi coming up with at least 10 laws and their punishments.

· Create a crossword puzzle or word search using terms and information about the Fertile Crescent.  Use at least 10 clues and do this on graph paper or on the computer. 

8 Point Activities

· Do more in-depth research on a topic included in this chapter and create a written report, poster report, or oral report on it. 

· Create a timeline using 20 important dates.

· Explain the relationship between irrigation and specialization in Mesopotamia.  How are these two ideas related and what effect did they have on each other?

· Draw a cartoon or comic strip to illustrate some aspect of civilization in the Fertile Crescent. 

· Construct a model of a ziggurat.

· Make a clay tablet and write on it with cuneiform symbols while it is still soft. 


	TEACHER

GRADING




	Challenge Activity

Required for an A
	Challenge Activity @ 4 points (required for an A)

· Choose a famous person from the chapter we have studied.  Do more in-depth research on this person and write a 1-2 page report that details his/her major life accomplishments, significant historical events that occurred during his/her lifetime, and his/her impact on or legacy to the rest of the world.  Use headings to separate the report sections and include pictures if possible.

· Take on the identity of a person living in the ancient Fertile Crescent.  Write a week’s worth of journal entries (diary entries) from that person’s point of view.  Be creative in your entries so that they reveal the character, attitude, actions, job, and social connections of your chosen pretend person.  

· Read an excerpt (a small part) from the Epic of Gilgamesh, an ancient Sumerian creation story.  Write a summary of what you read, explain how this story is similar to and different from other creation stories you have heard, and describe how this story might have shaped the Sumerian culture.  See me for the excerpt to read.

· Prepare a travel brochure to one of the ancient civilizations we have studied in this chapter.  Be sure to include a map, cities to visit, things to see, what to watch out for (travel warnings), dining recommendations, what to wear, and other topics of interest. 


	Challenge

for an A

_______/4

	
	TOTAL out of 40


	

	
	GRADING

· The points shown are the maximum number of points an assignment is worth.

· The actual number of points you will earn will depend on the quality of the work you do on the assignment.  Some things to keep in mind for high quality work are:

· Neatness

· Effort

· Completeness of answers

· Creativity in design or product


	


Self-Evaluation

Answer these questions when you are done with the entire project.

1.  The piece of my work I am most proud of is ___________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________

because __________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________.

2.  The piece of my work that I struggled with the most was _________________________

_________________________________________________________________________

because __________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________.

3.  The most important thing I think I learned during this project was __________________

_________________________________________________________________________

because __________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________.

