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Mrs. Keith

Welcome to 8th grade language arts!  In this class you will work on improving your skills in reading, writing, listening, and speaking!  

· WHAT YOU WILL BE DOING
Some of the things that we will be doing this year include...

· Reading a variety of short stories, poetry, plays, novels and non-fiction selections.
· Writing in a variety of forms such as paragraphs, essays, poetry, etc.

· Studying grammar and rules of capitalization and punctuation.
· Improving our spelling and vocabulary.
· Delivering speeches and oral presentations.
· Completing various assignments, quizzes, tests, papers, and projects.
· Delivering an end of the year exit presentation! 
· CLASSROOM RULES & EXPECTATIONS
My basic expectations for student behavior are simple: 


Show Respect for People, Property & Time
· Classroom Rules:
· No food, drink, gum, hats or electronics are allowed in class.

· Plain water is the only drink allowed. 
· Electronics (cell phones, iPods, etc.) may be used only with specific teacher permission.  At all other times, they should be out of sight in a pocket, backpack, or locker.
· Consequences:
Students who make poor behavior choices may expect any or all of the following: 
· Verbal reminder




· Conference with the teacher
· Change of seat
· Self-reflection sheet



· Parent contact




· Office referral/meeting with the principal

Standards Based Grading

Students in this class will be graded using a modified standards based grading system.

· Standards based grading measures what a student knows and is able to do with regard to a set of grade level standards or objectives in a particular subject.   

· The standards for this class are based on the Common Core State Standards.  To learn more, visit www.corestandards.org.
· Formative Assessments = 25% of a student’s grade

· Formative assessments are low-risk activities where students practice their skills on the standards.

· They are usually things like in class activities, worksheets, questions, quizzes, writing, small presentations, etc.

· They are used to track student progress over time and let the teacher, student, and parents know how a student is progressing toward meeting the standards. 

· Summative Assessments = 75% of a student’s grade

· Summative assessments measure how well a student has mastered a standard after a period of time. 

· They are usually things like tests, essays, large projects, speeches, etc.    

· Students may raise a summative score (grade) if they can show a gain in knowledge or skill, either by retesting or completing some other work to show what they know and can do. 

· Scoring of Student Work

· In standards based grading, students do not earn points by completing assignments and taking tests in the traditional way.  

· Instead, they must demonstrate their level of skill on a set of standards.  

· Student work is scored on a 4-point scale. 

4 = Above Standard or Advanced

3 = At Standard or Proficient
2 = Approaching Standard or Developing

1 = Below Standard or Beginning

0 = No Knowledge or Skill

· In a 4-point scale, the numbers refer to a level of mastery; they do not directly equate to percentages.

· In other words, a “3” means “At Standard,” not 75% of possible points.  

· For example, using a 4-point scale, if an essay is worth 24 points, a student would not receive a traditional score like 21/24.  Instead he would receive a score such as “3” or “4” in various areas which shows that his level of mastery of these skills on this essay was “At Standard” or “Above Standard.”
· Students may receive ½ point scores such as 3.5, 2.5, and so on.  

· Grading Scale

Although scores in standards refer to a level of mastery and not straight percentages, scores can be roughly translated into letter grades as follows: 
	Letter Grade
	Standard Score
	Adjusted Percentage

	A
	4
	93-100%

	A-
	3.7
	90-92%

	B+
	3.3
	88-90%

	B
	3
	75-87%

	B-
	2.7
	69-74%

	C+
	2.3
	63-68%

	C
	2
	50-62%

	C-
	1.7
	44-49%

	D+
	1.3
	38-43%

	D
	1
	25-37%

	F
	0
	24% & below


A score of 0 means that a student did not complete an assignment.
At the end of the quarter/semester, a student’s scores for all formative (25%) and summative (75%) assessments will be translated into a cumulative letter grade.  

· Late Work

· Since every assignment is valuable and important to student learning, I do accept work that is turned in late.  
· However, late work should not be a habit; it should be the exception for a student, or involve extenuating circumstances.  
· Choosing not to do your work on time and then expecting to be able to turn it in late is not a good study habit.   
· I will accept late work up to the end of the story, chapter, unit, or test.  In most cases, it does not make sense to go back and do assignments after the summative assessment (test) for a particular topic has been given.     
· Special circumstances (death in the family, personal health issues, etc.) will be reviewed by the teacher on a case-by-case basis.

· Every effort should be made to turn work in on time!  
· Test/Essay/Assignment Corrections, Retakes & Rewrites

· Students will be allowed the opportunity to correct/retake/rewrite assignments, tests, and essays on which they did poorly or would like to substantially improve their grades. 
· Students must meet with the teacher in order to determine what kind of “redo opportunity” is appropriate for specific material. 
· All redone work must be completed at least 1 week prior to the end of the quarter to allow time for teacher grading.
· Cell Phone & Electronics Detailed Rules
Cell phones and other electronic devices are not allowed at La Conner Middle or High School during instructional time. Students who fail to follow this rule will be subject to the following progressive discipline:
1. Warning by teacher; asked to put phone away.

2. Confiscation by teacher/security/principal; device returned to student at end of class.

3. Confiscation by teacher/security/principal; device returned to student at end of day.

4. Confiscation by teacher/security/principal; parent required to pick device up at office.

5. Confiscation by teacher/security/principal; parent conference required and consequences for “insubordination” assigned.
· Communication
I am really looking forward to working with you!  If you have any questions about the above information, please don't hesitate to call me at school at 466-4113, or send me an email at skeith@lc.k12.wa.us

Please sign below to indicate that you have read and understand the above information, and then return this sheet to class as soon as possible.
______________________________

__________________________________

Student's name (please print)



Parent's name (please print)

______________________________

__________________________________

Student's signature




Parent's signature

